
The First Phase of the i2CAT Project  

The f irst phase of the i2CAT project, as a component of the 'Catalunya en Xarxa' Strategic Plan, 
recently came to a close. It wi l l  continue, though, to form part of an international community of 
research groups dedicated to developing second generation Internet. This group of projects, 
init iated in the United States in the 1990s, now entails a global research community of over 20 
countr ies. This community of groups is involved in researching and developing a new digita l  
infrastructure, network services and advanced appl icat ions (www.ucaid.edu). Given this 
background, how would we go on to def ine the i2CAT project? 

• It has existed as a technological strategic project for the research and development of 
advanced Internet in Catalonia. The 'Catalunya en Xarxa' Strategic Plan faci l itated the 
launch of the i2CAT project. It was the f irst second-generat ion Internet project in Spain 
and was one of the f irst in Europe. 

• i2CAT is a partnership between universit ies, companies and the publ ic administrat ion, 
whose aim is to carry out strategic research in Catalonia into advanced Internet, in terms 
of i ts network, services and new appl icat ions. It is headed by the General i tat of 
Catalonia's Secretar iat of the Information Society and directed by UPC. Businesses have 
also part ic ipated widely in the project. The General i tat of Catalonia's Secretar iat for the 
Information Society provides pol i t ical guidance and coordinates the efforts of relevant 
departments of regional and local administrat ions. UPC, as a university that carr ies out 
advanced technological research, coordinates the range of university groups dedicated to 
advanced Internet research in Catalonia. 

• The involvement of innovative companies and inst itut ions in i2CAT ensures that society as 
a whole wi l l  reap the benefits of the project. The posit ive effects on society have been 
aided by the creation of digita l c lusters, which al low the incorporat ion of new 
col laborators and the joining of forces in areas that are of strategic importance to 
Catalonia. 

i2CAT has also attempted to disseminate the results of i ts research among Catalan companies and 
society, as a way of promoting the broadband Internet market and involving technological 
companies in its act iv ity. 

 



Management 

i2CAT is managed by a Board of Managers, which is made up of al l  the inst itut ions that s igned the 
init ia l  agreement and the Technical Management Group, which comprises lecturers and 
researchers, most of whom hai l  from UPC and UPF. 

i2CAT Board of Managers 

• Joan Turró ,  General i tat of Catalonia 
• Gonçal Bonhomme , Al-Pi 
• Josep María Monguet , UPC 
• Miquel Huguet , CESCA 
• Ramon Palacio  , Alcatel 
• Francesc Bert  , CISCO 
• José Aznar , Auna 
• Jordi Bosom  ,  Tradia 
• Jesus Salillas and Josep Prous , Prous Science 
• Marc Creus , Vodafone 
• Santiago Miralles and Blai Pocurull  , CCRTV 
• Ricard Ruiz de Querol , Telefónica 
• Cristina Colls , MediaPark 
• Bernat Rigau , Nortel Networks 

 

 
i2CAT Board of Managers 



i2CAT Technical Management Group  

• Sebastià Sallent 
• Cristina Cervelló 
• Artur Serra 
• Gabriel Junyent 
• Josep Domingo 
• Miquel Oliver (UPF) 
• Josep Paradells 
• Rosa María Martín 
• Roger Matarrodona 
• Sergi Figuerola 
• Jesús Alcocer 
• Ramón Sangüesa  

 

 


